Although epidemiological studies'-3 have provided data on the periodontal status of population samples in the United States, the periodontal status of regularly attending patients in general dental practices in this nation is unknown. Some information concerning periodontal status of U.S. patients with dental insurance coverage showed that even frequent utilizers displayed evidence of gingivitis and periodontal pockets.4 In another study almost half of persons reporting a dental visit within 6 months had calculus deposits and gingival bleeding, and one fourth of them had pockets in the 4 to 5 mm range.5 Somewhat 
